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The objective of this research is to assess the characteristics of the relationships between the cog-
nitive and emotional components of ethnic, civic, and global identities with the emigration activity
among students of Belarus (n=208), Kazakhstan (n=200), and Russia (n=250) aged 18 to 25 years. The
assessment of emigration activity was carried out using six items. To measure identity types, we used
the Questionnaire for assessing the positivity and uncertainty of ethnic identity by A.N. Tatarko and
N.M. Lebedeva and the Identification with All Humanity Scale by S. McFarland in adaptation of T.A.
Nestik. The negative assessment of one’s own ethnicity is a predictor to emigration intentions among
Belarusian students. Students in Kazakhstan and Russia have emigration intentions connected with a
positive attitude towards the global community of people and a negative attitude towards citizens of
their countries. In addition, Russian students with a high level of emigration intentions have imprecise
representations of their own ethnicity. Emigration behavior of Belarusian students have links with
negative attitudes towards the citizens of their country and towards their own ethnic affiliation. In
Russian students, this behavior is also associated with a negative attitude towards the citizens of their
country, but combined with a positive attitude towards the global community of people. Kazakhstani
students have no statistically significant links in this case. The results confirm the importance of tak-
ing into account the civic and sociocultural contexts when organizing activities to prevent the emigra-
tion behavior of youth.
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25 J1eT. IMUTPAIIMOHHAST aKTUBHOCTH OLIEHUBAJIACH C TIOMOIIbIO 6 pazpaboTaHHBIX yTBEpsKAeHuiL. /151 usme-
PCHUS ATHUYCCKON UACHTUYHOCTH NCIIOIB30BAIACH « MeToiMKa O1eHKN MTO3UTUBHOCTH U HEOTIPE/IEJICHHO-
cTi aTHMYecKoi naentnynoctr> A.H. Tarapko u H.M. JlebeneBoii, 1151 ONEHKH TPakIaHCKON 1 I10Oasb-
Holl waenTHYHOCTEeH — MeTonka «Mnentudukanus ¢ yeroBedectBom» C. Mak®aprenza B aganranun
T.A. Hectuka. ¥ cryznentoB Besnapycu mpeirkTopoM SMUTPAIMOHHBIX HAMEPEHUH BBICTYTIAeT HeraTUBHAS
oleHKa cOOCTBEHHOM aTHUYECKOIT TpuHaieskHocTh. Y eryaentos Kazaxcrana u Poccun aMurparmoHnbie
HaMepeHUs CBSA3aHbI ¢ TIO3UTUBHBIM OTHOLIEHUEM K IJI00aIbHOMY COOOIIECTBY JIHO/EH B 1I€JIOM U HETaTHB-
HBIM OTHOIIIEHUEM K IPakIaHaM CBOeCi cTpaHbl. Hapssy ¢ aTUM pocCUiicKue CTYAECHTBI ¢ BBIPAKCHHBIMU
SMUTPALIMOHHBIMU HAMEPEHUSIMU UMEIOT Pa3MbIThle IIPEICTABIEHUsT O COOCTBEHHOU STHUUYECKON PUHAJI-
aeskHoctu. IloBezeHne 1o peaansanuy dMUTPAIMOHHBIX HAMEPEHUI y CTy/eHTOB Besapycu cBg3aHo ¢
HEraTHBHBIM OTHOIIEHHEM K TPasKJaHaM CBOEH CTPAHbl U K COOCTBEHHOW STHUYECKOU MPUHAIEKHOCTH.
¥ crynentos Poccun pannoe nosezieHue TOXKE CBA3aHO ¢ HETATUBHBIM OTHOIICHUEM K IPaskaHaM CBOEH
CTpaHbl, HO B COYETAHKHU C TIO3UTUBHBIM OTHOIIEHUEM K IJI0GaJIbHOMY COOOIIECTBY JIojel B 1eJoM. Y Ka-
3aXCTAHCKUX CTYICHTOB CTATUCTUYECKU 3HAUMMBIX CBsI3el B JIAHHOM CJlydae He OOHapysKeHO. Pesysbrarhl
MOJITBEPIK/IAIOT 3HAYMMOCTD Y4eTa IPasKJAaHCKOTO U COIIMOKYJIBTYPHOIO KOHTEKCTOB 1P NPOMUIAKTHKE
AMUTPALMOHHOTO TIOBEICHUS MOJIOJICKU.

Kmoueewte cnosa: IMUTI'PallMOHHAA AKTUBHOCTD, 9MUTPAIIMOHHOE HaMEPEHUE, IMUTPAITMOHHOE TT0BE/1€~
HUeE, OSTHUYECKad NIACHTUYHOCTD, TPaXAaHCKad NACHTUYHOCTD, rnobanbHas UJACHTUYHOCTD, CTy/ICHIECKaA
MOJIOAEKD, 6eJIOpyCCKI/Ie CTYZICHTDI, Ka3aXCTaHCKUEC CTYACHTDI, poccnﬁcm/le CTYJICHTBI.
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Introduction

Relevance of this study on social identity as a factor
of emigration behavior among students of Belarus, Ka-
zakhstan and Russia is associated with increased emigra-
tion mobility of young people from the post-Soviet coun-
tries. The growth of young people's emigration mobility
requires finding the ways for these countries to retain
valuable social capital. Frequently, researchers turn to
the theory of planned behavior by Icek Ajzen [14] when
studying emigration behavior. According to the theory
of planned behavior, intention is a factor of readiness for
certain behavior. Therefore, intention may be an indica-
tor or predictor of emigration behavior [19]. However,
the emigration intention is not always realized in the ap-
propriate behavior. This suggests that there are differ-
ent factors that influence the transition of intention to
action. It is especially important to study not separate
factors, but the holistic structure of the socio-psycholog-
ical space in which the emigration intentions of young
people are formed [7]. In addition, it is important to car-
ry out a cross-cultural analysis of these factors, as their
contribution to the development of emigration behavior
may differ in various cultural contexts.

The analysis of different types of social identity
[2; 8] as factors of emigration behavior is particularly
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significant in today s rapidly changing world, when
people are in dire need of identification with groups
seeking support and positive self-determination and
self-respect. Positive perception of one's social group,
satisfaction with membership in this group, desire to
belong to it gives the person a feeling of psychologi-
cal security and stability [18]. If the group to which
a person belongs loses its attractiveness and/or has a
low social status, they may seek to distance themselves
from it both psychologically and physically, including
emigration [1]. Thus, the available research confirms
the link between ethnic identity and emigration atti-
tudes [12; 15]. Belonging to an ethnic minority and the
degree of perceived discrimination can be factors in-
fluencing emigration behavior. The high level of civic
identity, as the recognition of identification with the
civil community and the significance of membership,
can hinder the formation of emigration intentions [17].
In its turn, the high uncertainty of civic identity, on
the contrary, may reinforce them [16]. A high level of
global identity, as an identification with humanity and
commitment to cosmopolitan values, can stimulate
emigration intentions [10]. Ethnic, civic, and global
identities are thus psychological constructs that may
encourage or discourage the emigration intentions of
youngsters.
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The theoretical analysis which we conducted shows
that most studies focus on ethnic, civic, and/or global
identities as separate factors of emigration intentions.
As far as we know, there is also a lack of research that
assesses a cross-cultural analysis of the components
of ethnic, civic, and global identities as predictors of
emigration intentions of the youth from post-Soviet
countries, whose cultures have both similar and dif-
ferent features. Therefore, the study of relationships
between the system of cognitive and emotional com-
ponents of ethnic, civic, and global identities and emi-
gration intentions and behavior to realize these inten-
tions among the youth of Belarus, Kazakhstan, and
Russia is important for elucidating the migration pro-
cesses in the post-Soviet space. After the dissolution
of the USSR these countries, on the one hand, sought
to maintain close socio-economic and cultural ties, as
evidenced by the creation of a customs union, a single
economic space, and other intergovernmental organi-
zations. On the other hand, each of these countries de-
veloped their own political, economic, and sociocultur-
al realities that influence the socialization of the young
generation, and their identity and aspirations [3; 4; 9].
In this regard, it is important to find the answer to the
question: are there differences in the links between the
emigration intentions and behavior of young people
from Belarus, Kazakhstan and Russia and cognitive
and emotional components of their ethnic, civic and
global identities?

Method

Participants and Procedure. The sample includ-
ed 208 students from Belarus (75% female), 200 from
Kazakhstan (74% female), and 250 from Russia (75%
female) aged between 18 and 25. The mean age (stan-
dard deviation) for the Belarusian sample was 19.80
(1.91), for the Kazakhstani sample 20.54 (1.89), and for
the Russian sample 20.03 (1.51). Among Russians, 87%
considered themselves as Russians, among Kazakhstanis
54% considered themselves as Kazakhs, and among Be-
larusians 94% identified themselves as ethnic Belaru-
sians. Students majoring in humanities, engineering, and
economics participated in the study. They were students
from the universities of Minsk, Vitebsk, Grodno (Belar-
us), Nur-Sultan, Pavlodar, Ust-Kamenogorsk (Kazakh-
stan), and Moscow, Saint Petersburg, Penza, Smolensk,
Omsk, Khabarovsk (Russia).

Empirical data were collected in an anonymous sur-
vey on the anketolog.ru platform from January 2021 to
April 2021.
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Measures. We developed six items in order to assess
emigration intentions and emigration behavior of stu-
dents. We relied on the basic principles of questionnaire
design according to the theory of the planned behavior by
Ajzen [13; 14]. We measured the emigration intentions
with three items: “I plan to move to another country in
the next 5 years”, “I want to live in another country in the
next 5 years”, “I am ready to move abroad in the next 5
years”. We assessed the behavior of students aimed at re-
alization of emigration intention with three items: “I have
already been actively developing an action plan for mov-
ing abroad”, “Currently, I am trying to get as much infor-
mation as possible from different sources about the coun-
try of the proposed move”, “I have already been actively
cooperating with those who can help me move abroad”.
The respondents indicated their level of agreement with
the items using a 6-point scale from 1 (strongly disagree)
to 6 (strongly agree). Cronbach’s alphas for the emigra-
tion intentions and emigration behavior scales were Be-
larusians o = 0.90/0.86; Kazakhstanis o = 0.91/0.89; Rus-
sians o = 0.88/0.87, respectively.

For the measurement of ethnic identity, we used
the Questionnaire of positivity and uncertainty of ethnic
identity estimation by AN. Tatarko and N.M. Lebedeva
[11]. The questionnaire includes two scales that mea-
sure the emotional and cognitive components of ethnic
identity. Cronbach’s alphas for scales of the valence of
ethnic identity and the certainty of ethnic identity were
Belarus 0.64/0.57, Kazakhstan 0.60/0.59, and Russia
0.65/0.59, respectively.

The Identification with All Humanity Scale (TWAH)
by S. McFarland [8] was used to measure civic and
global identities. The Scale consists of nine questions
with five possible options. Using this Scale, we mea-
sured respondents’ attitudes towards their co-citizens
and humanity as a whole. The Questionnaire includes
two sub-scales. The first sub-scale measures the cogni-
tive component of identity, and the second sub-scale
measures its affective component. Cronbach’s alphas for
sub-scales of the cognitive and affective components of
global identity and for sub-scales of the cognitive and
affective components of civic identity were Belarus
0.82/0.85/0.79,/0.83, Kazakhstan 0.83/0.88/0.87/0.85,
and Russia 0.79/0.84,/0.74,/0.83, respectively.

Statistical Analysis. We used SPSS Statistics version
23 and AMOS version 23 for statistical analysis. We calcu-
lated the psychometric measures of the scales (Cronbach’s
alpha). In addition, we calculated descriptive statistics
and the significance of mean value differences (Student’s
t-test) for each basic variable across the three samples.
We used Multi-Group Structural Equation Modeling
(MGSEM) for testing the assumptions. We performed
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multiple regression analysis with gender, age, economic
status, nationality, level of religiosity, knowledge of for-
eign languages, experience of international mobility, and
social ties abroad as predictors of all other basic variables.
We used the non-standardized residuals of these analyses
in the remaining analyses. We built our structural models
while controlling for these variables by using these residu-
al scores. The dependent variables in the models were em-
igration intention and emigration behavior. The depen-
dent variables were modeled as two latent factors, each
represented by three measured variables. Separate models
were made for each dependent variable. Predictors in the
models were the cognitive and emotional components of
global, civic, and ethnic identities.

Results

Table 1 shows descriptive statistics and the signifi-
cance of mean value differences of basic variables in the
three samples. We discovered statistically significant
differences in the level of emigration intentions and emi-
gration behavior among students from Russia compared
to students from Belarus and Kazakhstan (Table 1).

Russian students, to a lesser extent than Belarusian
(p=0.01) and Kazakhstani (p=0.01) students, plan to
move to another country in the next 5 years. At the
same time, Russians are less likely than Belarusians
and Kazakhstanis to implement their emigration in-
tentions. This manifests itself in a lower propensity to
develop an action plan for moving (p=0.01/p=0.02); to
search for information about the country of intended
emigration (p=0.00/p=0.02); and to interact with
people who can help to move (p=0.04/p=0.02). There
are no statistically significant differences among Be-
larusian and Kazakhstani students in these parameters.
However, emigration intentions are more pronounced
than the behavioral manifestations of emigration activ-
ity in three samples.

Data in Table 1 shows that Belarusian students are
less positive about their ethnic affiliation compared to
Kazakhstani (p=0.00) and Russian (p=0.00) students.
Kazakhstanis and Belarusians identify themselves more
than Russians with the citizens of their country (p=0.00/
p=0.00) and are more positive towards their civic com-
munity (p=0.00/p=0.00). In addition, Kazakhstani stu-
dents, in comparison with Belarusian and Russian stu-
dents, are more aware of their identity with people of

Table 1
Descriptive Statistics
. . Belarus! N=208 | Kazakhstan?N=200 | Russia® N=250
Variables Min | Max M | SD M | Sh M | SD
Ethnic identity
Certainty 1 6 4.79 0.94 4.96 1.06 4.83 0.91
Valence 1 6 4.61%3 1.09 5.09! 1.04 5.12! 0.92
Civic identity
Cognitive component 5 20 | 14.04° 3.45 14.10% 3.72 13.24!2 3.33
Affective component 5 25 17.86° 4.23 18.07° 4.38 16.57"2 4.02
Global identity
Cognitive component 5 20 12.57? 3.53 13.2913 3.65 12.38? 3.22
Affective component 5 25 | 17.062 425 18.10'° 4.21 17.042 416
Emigration intention
1.1 plan to move to another country in the next 1 6 3.14° 1.52 3.16° 1.65 2.8012 1.37
5 years
2. I want to live in another country in the next 1 6 3.53 1.70 3.55 1.75 3.26 1.56
5 years
3. Tam ready to move abroad in the next 5 years | 1 6 3.12 1.71 3.06 1.86 2.85 1.66
Emigration behavior

4. I have already been actively developing an
action plan for moving abroad 1 6 2.58° 1.57 2.55° 1.60 2.2112 1.33
5. Currently, I am trying to get as much
information as possible from different sources 1 6 2.86° 1.68 2,78 1.73 2.431? 1.47
about the country of the proposed move
6. I have already been actively cooperating with | 1 6 2.22° 1.33 2.26° 1.45 1.96'2 1.27
those who can help me move abroad

Note: ! the statistically significant difference with Belarusians; ? the statistically significant difference with Kazakhstanis; ® the
statistically significant difference with Russians (Student’s t-test).
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the whole world (p=0.04/p=0.00) and more positively
assess this identity (p=0.01/p=0.00).

Figures 1 and 2 show multi-group models that dem-
onstrate differences in the relationships between emigra-
tion intention and behavior and components of ethnic,
civic, and global identities among students from the
three countries.

Cognitive component
of global identity

Affective component
of global identity

Cognitive component
of civic identity

Affective component
of civic identity

.09/.00/-.15*%
Certainty

of ethnic identity
-28*** /. 08/-.1

Valence
of ethnic identity

Fig. 1. Multi-Group (Unconstrained) Model of the Relationship
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.05/-.06/.06
.04/.27% 26*
-.11/.08/.09

- 21/-41¥*/- 36+ +*

All items that measured emigration activity were
included into latent constructs with statistically signifi-
cant estimates (see Figures 1 and 2). Both models (see
Tables 2 and 3) showed acceptable fit. Since configural
and metric invariance are present (ACFI < 0.01), we can
compare regression relationships among samples of the
three countries.

R?=.18/.09/.14

.83/.85/.87 I1
) .92/.94/.89 12
Intention
7777177 3
——

Between Emigration Intentions and Components of Global,

Civic, and Ethnic Identities Among Students of Belarus/Kazakhstan/Russia: I1 — “I plan to move to another country in the
next 5 years”, 12 — “I want to live in another country in the next 5 years”, I3 — “I am ready to move abroad in the next 5 years”;

* —p<0.05; ¥* — p <0.

Cognitive component
of global identity

.14/.08/.10

Affective component

.15/-.07/-.06
Certainty
of ethnic identity

- 32%%% /- 06/-.1
Valence
of ethnic identity

of global identity 11/.17/.27*
\ .80/.94/.83 14
Cognitive component -.01/-.07/-.02
of civic identity \ ) .85/.78/.80 5
Behavior
Affective component -.33%/-.22/-.26* .77/.85/.81 16
of civic identity —

01; *** —p <0.001

R2=.20/.07/.10

Fig. 2. Multi-Group (Unconstrained) Model of the Relationship Between Emigration Behavior and Components of Global,
Civic, and Ethnic Identities Among Students of Belarus/Kazakhstan/Russia: 14 — “I have already been actively developing an
action plan for moving abroad”, I5 — “Currently, I am trying to get as much information as possible from different sources about
the country of the proposed move”, 16 — “I have already been actively cooperating with those who can help me move abroad”;
*— p<0.05; ** — p <0.01; *** — p <0.001
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Table 2

Invariance for Multi-Group Model of the Relationship Between Emigration Intentions and Global, Civic,
and Ethnic Identities Among Students of Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Russia

Model CFI RMSEA AIC PCLOSE | Chi-square df p
Unconstrained* 0.999 0.009 289.935 1.000 37.935 36 0.381
Structural weights** 1.000 0.000 262.509 1.000 54.509 58 0.606

Note. CF1 — comparative fit index; RMSEA — root mean square error of approximation; PCLOSE — p of Close Fit. AIC — Akaike
information criterion; ACFI < 0.01; * — configural invariance; ** — metric invariance.

Table 3

Invariance for Multi-Group Model of the Relationship Between Emigration Behavior and Global, Civic,
and Ethnic Identities Among Students of Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Russia

Model CFI RMSEA AIC PCLOSE | Chi-square df p
Unconstrained* 0,999 0,012 291,476 1,000 39,476 36 0,317
Structural weights** 1,000 0,002 266,132 1,000 58,132 58 0,470

Note. CFI — comparative fit index; RMSEA — root mean square error of approximation; PCLOSE — p of Close Fit. AIC — Akaike
information criterion; ACFI < 0.01; * — configural invariance; ** — metric invariance.

The predictors contribute most to the explana-
tion of emigration intentions in samples from Russia
and Belarus than in the sample from Kazakhstan (see
Figure 1). At the same time, emigration behavior is
more determined by the predictors in the Belarusian
sample than in the Kazakhstani and Russian samples
(see Figure 2).

We found out that the regression links between
the emigration intentions of students and the identi-
ties have their own characteristics in three samples.
Among Belarusian students the negative estimation
of their own ethnicity predicts emigration intentions
(B=0.32, p=0.00). Among the students of Kazakh-
stan and Russia, emigration intentions are linked
to with a positive attitude towards the global com-
munity as a whole (f=0.27, p=0.04; f=0.26, p=0.02)
and negative attitude towards the citizens of their
country (B=-0.41, p=0.01; B=-0.36, p=0.00). In ad-
dition, Russian students with emigration intentions
have vague ideas about their own ethnicity (B=-0.15,
p=0.03).

Regression relationships between the emigration
behavior of student activity and their identities are
also specific in three samples. Emigration behavior
among Belarusian students is related to negative at-
titude towards the citizens of their country (B=-0.33,
p=0.02) and to their own ethnicity (p=-0.32, p=0.00).
Among Russian students, this behavior is also linked
to negative attitude towards the citizens of their
country (B=-0.26, p=0.02), but combined with posi-
tive attitude towards the global community of people
as a whole (B=0.27, p=0.02). In this case, no statisti-
cally significant connections have been found among
Kazakhstani students.
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Discussion

Similar to our previous study [6], the results confirm
that emigration intentions expressed by student youth
are most often associated with a passive-preferred strat-
egy that is rarely implemented in specific emigration be-
havior. This may be due to the specifics of the student
sample. Students are oriented towards completion of
their education and can postpone action on the imple-
mentation of emigration intentions. However, the differ-
ences in emigration activity between Belarusian and Ka-
zakhstani students compared to Russian students may be
indicative of the greatest dissatisfaction of the student
youth of Belarus and Kazakhstan with their conditions
in the country. The main reason for the dissatisfaction
of Belarusian youth, for example, may be the socio-po-
litical situation that has developed in the country since
the presidential election in August 2020. According to
the experts, the situation in Belarus is characterized by
instability and a protracted crisis [4].

The links we have found in the study between the
components of ethnic, civic, and global identities and
the emigration activities of Belarusian, Kazakhstani,
and Russian students have both similarities and differ-
ences. The similarity is evident in the links between the
emotional component of civic identity and emigration
activity among students in the three studied countries.
Thus, reducing students’ positive attitudes and de-
creasing students’ identification with citizens of their
own country may encourage emigration activity among
students. However, while for Kazakhstani and Russian
respondents the affective component of civic identity
is a predictor of emigration intentions, for Belarusian
respondents it is a predictor of emigration behavior.
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That is, the low degree of identification of Belarusian
students with the citizens of the country contribute to
the manifestation not of passive-preferred, but of an ac-
tively implemented emigration strategy. In general, the
results show that the positive assessment of one s own
nationality plays a universal role in preventing emigra-
tion activity. These results are expected and consistent
with other studies, according to which it is usually those
young people who do not identify themselves with the
citizens of their country and have a low level of civic ac-
tivity [3] go abroad.

There are differences between the components of
ethnic and global identities and the emigration activi-
ties of Belarusian, Kazakhstani and Russian students.
In the Belarusian sample we discovered no link between
global identity and emigration activity. However, the
similar type of the relationship between the sense of
community with all humanity and emigration activity is
revealed among student youth of Kazakhstan and Rus-
sia: the increase of global identity is accompanied by a
rise of emigration activity of Kazakhstani and Russian
students. At the same time, the affective component of
the global identity of Kazakhstani students is linked
only to emigration intentions. However, among Russian
students, the affective component of the global identity
is related to both emigration intention and behavior and
respectively acts as a predictor of the active emigration
strategy. Accordingly, for Russian student youth, posi-
tive identification with humanity can contribute not
only to the formation of intentions of emigration, but
also to actions for their implementation that is not found
in Kazakhstani and Belarusian students.

At the same time, only among Belarusian students, a
link was found between the emotional component of eth-
nic identity and emigration activity. Reducing attach-
ment to one s ethnic group can stimulate the develop-
ment of both emigration intentions and behavior among
Belarusian students. This evidence corresponds to the
results of a study according to which ethnicity is not
relevant for today’s Belarusian students and they pre-
fer to identify with groups unrelated to this parameter
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