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The 3rd International ISCAR Summer University for PhD Students was held on July 2—8, 2012 in
Moscow hosted by Moscow State University of Psychology and Education (MSUPE). 24 PhD Students from
10 countries (Russia, Norway, Brazil Republic of South Africa, Sweden, Australia, Denmark, Switzerland,
Greece, Turkey, USA) and 15 professors from 7 countries (Russia, Germany, Italy, Greece, Lithuania, Brazil,
England) participated in the ISCAR Summer University. The ISCAR Summer University brought together
young researchers and professors from all five continents with the aim of exploring and discussing issues of cul�
tural historical psychology and activity theory. It offered the opportunity of rethinking both the historical con�
text of the formation of the cultural�historical school and activity theory in the Soviet Union in the 20th cen�
tury and the multiple contexts of its implementation and further development in different parts of the world of
the 21st century.
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England) participated in the ISCAR Summer Univer�
sity. The ISCAR Summer University brought together
young researchers and professors from all five conti�
nents with the aim of exploring and discussing issues of
cultural historical psychology and activity theory. It
offered the opportunity of rethinking both the historical
context of the formation of the cultural�historical school
and activity theory in the Soviet Union in the 20th cen�
tury and the multiple contexts of its implementation
and further development in different parts of the world
of the 21st century.

The central theme of the 3rd International ISCAR
Summer University "Moving with and Beyond Vygot�
sky" represented the direction of presentations and dis�
cussions of the summer school. It was confirmed that
studying the legacy of cultural historical school is still
relevant when facing critical problems in psychological,
educational, and social practice around the globe. In this
context, the main question arose: how can we develop
further cultural historical theory and methodology in
the 21st century?

Participating in the ISCAR Summer University was
a unique and fruitful experience for all participants. It
offered the opportunity of combining an intensive pro�
gram of inspiring and thought provoking presentations
and discussions with spaces for informal interaction and
free exchange of ideas. Members of different generations
of cultural historical psychology and activity theory
worked together considering crucial theoretical and
practical issues and sharing their interesting ideas.

The presentations at the 3rd ISCAR Summer
University were made on a wide variety of topics cov�
ering epistemology, methodology and applications of
cultural�historical theory and activity theory in differ�
ent fields and disciplines. The presentations and dis�
cussions were focused mainly on the following impor�
tant issues:

— The epistemological and methodological back�
ground of cultural historical psychology;

— Research paradigms of a cultural�historical
approach;

— Psychotherapy as a research method;
— Anthropology and its relationship to cultural his�

torical theory;
— Ethnography as a research method in education;
— Socio�cultural research in a school context;
— Vygotsky's theory of emotions ("perezivanie");
— Narrative construction of self in a socio�cultural

perspective;
— A cultural historical approach to mental develop�

ment;
— Cross�cultural research of the development from a

cultural�historical perspective;
— Cultural�historical theory and teaching;
— Cultural historical activity theory and teacher

education;
— Activity theory in educational practice — schools,

kindergartens, higher schools.
The papers selected to be published in this special

section reflect the spirit of the summer school. These

papers cover a wide range of topics and disciplines.
However they share a Vygotskian approach to human
development.

Bento Selau presents in his article a discussion of the
concept of will in Vygotsky's works. He illustrates that
L.S. Vygotsky paid attention to the human capacity of
volitional control of higher psychic functions. Language
is used as a psychological instrument for the constitu�
tion of will. The importance of a Vygotskian under�
standing of will is connected with its focus on freedom
of the human being. In his psychological investigation of
will, Vygotsky based his study on the philosophical the�
ory of Spinoza who argued that will is not able to con�
trol passions directly. According to Vygotsky, self�
determination is not a result of a pure act of will, but a
result of indirect mediation, through the use of mediat�
ing artefacts.

Juliano Camillo and Cristiano Mattos in their article
highlight the relevance of Science Education in the
modern world. The paper offers an interesting insight
into the importance of activity theory for the founda�
tion of a science of education. The authors of the article
propose the consideration of three kinds of tensions:
a) the subject of activity (individual versus collective;
b) the content of activity (ontology versus epistemolo�
gy); c) the outcome of activity (alienation versus eman�
cipation).

Carolina Picchetti attempts to apply the cultural
historical theoretical framework to the analysis of devel�
opmental teaching in physical education. The article
illustrates the possibilities of subject matter analysis
based in a cultural historical framework, in an educa�
tional research. More specifically, the article is focused
on collective game subject matter analysis. The article
raises the question on how a collective game is able to
contribute to students' theoretical conceptualisation
and to students' personality development.

Marja�Leena Vuorinen and Pentti Hakkarainen
report on an alternative, non�linear narrative model of
teaching�learning process the authors developed. This
model sees learning that takes place in joint play�worlds
of teacher education students and children. The article
illustrates how the pre�service teachers in the study
elaborated narrative plot, organized concrete play�
world environments, created the characters and embed�
ded children's learning assignments in the storyline. The
paper argues that the narrative practice model offers an
alternative to the linear model benefiting pre�service
teachers and students' learning. The paper argues that
the route to analytic learning problems should go
through narrative problem solving.

Malba Barahona examines English as a foreign lan�
guage (EFL) pre�service teachers' beliefs about lan�
guage teaching as part of the activity of learning to
teach English in the Chilean context. This paper argues
that beliefs mediate pre�service teachers' learning, and
that they can potentially develop into concepts. This
study suggests that beliefs are shaped and reshaped as
pre�service teachers engage in the activity of learning to
teach English.

КУЛЬТУРНО
ИСТОРИЧЕСКАЯ ПСИХОЛОГИЯ 1/2014
CULTURAL�HISTORICAL РSYCHOLOGY 1/2014



106 © ГБОУ ВПО «Московский городской психолого�педагогический университет», 2014
© Moscow State University of Psychology and Education, 2014

По пути с Выготским и не только:
отчет о III Международном летнем университете ISCAR

Мальба Бараона
соискатель ученой степени кандидата наук, преподаватель испанского языка в Австралийском национальном

Университете, преподаватель курса TESOL в Университете Канберры, Австралия
malba.barahona@anu.edu.au

Манолис Дафермос
кандидат наук, доцент, преподаватель эпистемологии психологии на факультете психологии колледжа

гуманитарных наук Университета Крита, Греция
mdafermo@uoc.gr

Мануель Луис де ла Мата Бенитес
Севильский университет, Испания

mluis@us.es

Пентти Хаккарайнен
доктор, профессор факультета образования Университета Оулу (университетский консорциум г. Каяни),

заместитель декана Университета Оулу, Финляндия
pentti.hakkarainen@oulu.fi

В Москве, в Московском городском психолого�педагогическом университете, 2—8 июля 2012 года
проходил Третий международный летний университет ISCAR для аспирантов. В нем приняли участие
24 аспиранта из 10 стран (России, Норвегии, Бразилии, ЮАР, Швеции, Австралии, Дании, Швейцарии,
Греции, Турции и США) и 15 профессоров из 7 стран (России, Германии, Италии, Греции, Литвы, Бра�
зилии и Великобритании). Летний университет ИСКАР стал местом встречи молодых ученых и препо�
давателей с пяти континентов и площадкой для совместных дискуссий по самым разным вопросам, свя�
занным с культурно�исторической психологией и теорией деятельности. Благодаря ему участникам
представилась возможность переосмыслить как исторический контекст, в котором в двадцатом веке в
СССР развивалась культурно�историческая школа и теория деятельности, так и множество иных кон�
текстов, в рамках которых эти подходы применяются и разрабатываются учеными из самых разных
уголков мира уже в веке двадцать первом.
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